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Glossary 

ADA: Americans with Disabilities Act.  Often used as shorthand for accessibility related issues or 
improvements. 

AHVP: Alternative Housing Voucher Program 

Alternative Housing Voucher Program provides rental vouchers to disabled applicants who are not 
elderly and who have been determined eligible for Chapter 667 (elderly and disabled) housing. 

Allowable Non-Utility Expense Level (ANUEL) is the amount of non-utility expense allowed for each 
local housing authority based upon the type(s) of housing programs administered. 

ANUEL: Allowable Non-Utility Expense Level 

AP:  Annual Plan 

Annual Plan:  A document prepared by each Local Housing Authority, incorporating the Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP), Maintenance and Repair Plan, Budget, responses to the Performance 
Management Review, and other elements.  

Cap Share is the amount of Formula Funding spending approved by DHCD for each year. 

Capital Funds: Funds provided by DHCD to an LHA for the modernization and preservation of state-aided 
public housing, including Formula Funds and Special Capital Funds.  

Capital Needs Assessment, similar to the CIP, often used for developments in the Section 8 New 
Construction/Substantial Rehabilitation program.  Such developments are generally not 
eligible for state capital funds and therefore do not participate in the CIP process.  However, 
to track their ongoing capital needs and plan for construction projects to address those needs, 
they often conduct a CNA to determine when building systems will wear out and need to be 
replaced, and what replacement will cost, so they can plan the ensure that the necessary 
funding will be available 

Capital Projects are projects that add significant value to an asset or replace building systems or 
components.  Project cost must be greater than $1000.   

CIMS is a web-based software system used for creating CIP’s and Annual Plans.  For the CIP, the CIMS 
program allows the LHA to prioritize, select and schedule projects, assign funding sources and 
direct project spending to specific fiscal years to create a CIP that is consistent with the LHA’s 
FF award amount and FF cap shares, plus any additional funding resources the LHA has 
identified. The LHA submits its CIP and DHCD conducts its review of the LHA’s CIP in CIMS.  For 
the Annual Plan CIMS imports data from other DHCD systems and combines that with data 
entered by the LHA. 

CIP: A Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is a five (5) year plan which identifies capital projects, 
provides a planning scope, schedule and budget for each capital project and identifies options 
for financing and implementing the plan. The contents of a CIP are limited to available 
resources. An approved CIP is required in order to receive Formula Funds.  

CNA: Capital Needs Assessment 
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CPS is DHCD’s transparent Web-based capital planning system that catalogues the condition of every 
building and site in the statewide public housing portfolio, providing LHAs with detailed 
technical information to make strategic long-term capital investments. It includes a Facility 
Condition Index (FCI) for every development that compares the value of expired components 
of a development relative to its replacement cost.  

Deferred Maintenance is maintenance, upgrades, or repairs that are deferred to a future budget cycle 
or postponed for some other reason. Sometimes it is referred to as extraordinary 
maintenance. 

Deficit housing authority:  a housing authority whose income (mainly from rent) does not cover all its 
normal operating costs in its approved operating budget, and which therefore operates at a 
deficit and requires operating subsidy from DHCD. 

DHCD: Massachusetts Department of Housing & Community Development 

Extraordinary Maintenance:  see the description for budget line 4610 in the Explanation of Budget 
Accounts in the Budget Section of this Annual Plan. 

FF: Formula Funding 

Formula Funding is state bond funding allocated to each LHA according to the condition (needs) of its 
portfolio in comparison to the entire state-aided public housing portfolio.  

FYE: Fiscal Year End 

HHA Administrative Fee is the fee paid to an HHA from the RCAT Program budget.  

HHA: Host Housing Authority for the RCAT program. 

Host Housing Authority (HHA).  An LHA selected by the Department to employ and oversee an RCAT.  

HUD:  U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

LHA: Local Housing Authority 

LTO: Local Tenants Organization 

Management and Occupancy Report:  This is an annual HUD review process that is used to evaluate the 
performance of developments in various HUD housing programs, including the Section 8 New 
Construction/Substantial Rehabilitation program, which some LHAs operate. It is similar to the 
state PMR process in that it evaluates LHA performance on variety of financial, housing 
quality, and other standards 

Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program (MRVP) is a state-funded program that provides rental 
subsidies to low-income families and individuals. 

MOR: Management and Occupancy Report 

MRVP:  Massachusetts Rental V DHCD’s annual review of each housing authority’s performance.  It 
pulls together data on the authority’s occupancy rates, tenant accounts receivables, accounts 
payable, budget variance, operating reserve, capital improvement plan submission, capital 
spending, annual inspections and work order and maintenance systems to identify and 
address areas of strength and areas for development. Its goal is to allow DHCD and the LHA to 
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take a deep dive into the data, lift up best practices, and work together towards improving 
operations oucher Program. 

Performance Management Review (PMR):   

PMR: Performance Management Review 

RCAT: Regional Capital Assistance Team 

Regional Capital Assistance Team: One of three organizations employed at HHAs designated by the 
Department to carry out the RCAT Program. 

Sec.8 NC/SR (or S8NCSR): Section 8 New Construction and Substantial Rehabilitation 

Section 8 New Construction and Substantial Rehabilitation (Sec.8 NC/SR):  This term refers to a federal 
HUD housing program operated at a small number of state public housing developments 
whose construction was funded by state grants, but whose ongoing operating costs are 
supported by project-based subsidies from HUD’s federal Section 8 program, rather than from 
state public housing operating funds.. 

Special Awards:  In addition to allocations to each LHA, DHCD has created limited set aside funds to 
provide for extreme emergency or code compliance needs which are beyond the capacity of 
an LHA's current FF balance. 

Surplus housing authority:  a housing authority whose income (mainly from rent) covers all its normal 
operating costs in its approved operating budget, and which therefore operates at a surplus 
and does not require operating subsidy from DHCD. 

 

 

  


